202 State Street, Sycamore, Illinois
Locally Owned By Paul & John Schwartz
Hours: Monday - Thursday 11:00 am to Midnight
Friday - Saturday 11:00 am to 2:00 am
Sunday 11:00 am to 10:00 pm
www.pjscourthousetavern.com - Gift Certificates Available

Serving DeKalb County
for Over 3 Decades

OPENING STATEMENTS
P.J.'s Courthouse Specialty
Onion Rings
MADE FROM SCRATCH
An overflowing basket of the best rings around.
REGULAR – Serves 1-2

5.99

LARGE – Serves 3-4

7.99

SUPREME COURT NACHOS
Large order of nacho chips topped with cheddar cheese
sauce, black olives, green onions and diced tomatoes. Sour
cream and salsa on the side. 7.99
(Add seasoned taco meat, marinated chicken breast, or pulled pork
for an additional 1.99)

CHICKEN TENDERS
Large breaded whole tenderloins of chicken breast
cooked to perfection. Served with barbecue sauce for
dunking. 7.99

SPUD SKINS
A generous portion of skins topped with aged cheddar
cheese sauce, diced tomato, green onion, and black
olives. Salsa and sour cream served on the side. 7.99
(Add seasoned taco meat, marinated chicken breast, or pulled pork
for an additional 1.99)

LOADED HAND-CHOPPED FRIES
A large basket of our fresh chopped fries served
smothered in cheddar cheese sauce, real bacon bits and
green onions. 5.99 Plain 4.59

SOFT PRETZEL NUGGETS
A basket of hot, freshly baked soft pretzels served with
spicy mustard. 100% fat free. 5.99
(Try them with a cup of hot melted cheddar cheese or garlic house
dressing for an additional 79¢)

QUESADILLAS
Large tortilla stuffed with fresh blended cheeses and
your choice of marinated chicken breast, bbq pork,
seasoned ground beef, buffalo chicken or Santa Fe
veggies. Served with chopped lettuce and diced
tomatoes, sour cream and salsa on the side. 8.49
Cheese only 6.49. Add fresh spinach 1.00

FRIED PICKLES

JUMBO TRADITIONAL WINGS
Served with celery and creamy ranch dip.
Your choice - honey mustard, hot, extra hot,
barbecue, trifecta, teriyaki, or bourbon sriracha sauce.
(Add chunky blue cheese dip for an additional 79¢ each.
Sorry, no half and half orders.)

8 WINGS

12 WINGS

18 WINGS

25 WINGS

8.99 11.99 15.99

20.99

BONELESS CHICKEN WINGS

All white meat chicken breaded and deep fried.
Have them tossed in your favorite wing sauce.
Served with Ranch dressing. 8.99

SUPER CLAM STRIPS
Huge whole tender clams, lightly breaded and fried.
Served with zesty cocktail sauce. 9.99

BREADED CALAMARI
Lightly breaded and deep fried to perfection! Served
with cocktail sauce. 9.99

SEAFOOD MEDLEY
Shrimp, calamari, and clam strips breaded and lightly
deep fried. Served with your choice of cocktail sauce
or tartar sauce. 12.99

BUFFALO SHRIMP
Breaded fantail shrimp tossed in our famous hot
wing sauce. Served with creamy ranch dressing.
8 pieces. 9.99

CHIPS AND SALSA

This tangy, creamy oven-baked dip tastes just like
Buffalo chicken wings. Served with our homemade
tortilla chips and crispy celery sticks. 8.29

SPINACH ARTICHOKE DIP
Oven-baked creamy spinach, tender artichokes with
melted Parmesan cheese. Served with our homemade
tortilla chips. 8.29

FISH TACOS
Lightly seasoned, grilled tilapia served on warmed
flour tortillas with shredded cabbage, fresh
pineapple pico de gallo on the side. 8.99

CREATE A COMBO
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BUFFALO CHICKEN DIP

A classic combination of all your old favorites. Combine 2 or 3 of your
favorite appetizers for the perfect platter.
Single Order

MOZZARELLA STIX
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A basket of our homemade chips served with chunky
salsa. 4.99 Refills 1.99

Dill pickle spears lightly breaded and fried. Served with
creamy ranch dressing. 6.99

for 6.49
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ZUCCHINI STIX

~ POPPERS FRIED MUSHROOMS
JALAPEÑO
CHEDDAR NUGGETS TOASTED RAVIOLI

Pick Any 3
for 9.99

All t

SIDE BAR

SOUPS, SALADS AND BREADS
GARLIC BREAD
CHEESE BREAD
TOMATO BREAD
LOAF OF FRESH BAKED
ITALIAN BREAD

P.J.’s
COURTHOUSE
SPECIALTY
SPARTAN
STEAK SALAD
Hand cut ribeye steak,
cooked-to-order, with blue
cheese crumbled over a
bed of mixed salad greens.
Topped with our homemade
onion rings.

11.99

DRESSINGS:
French, Ranch,
Thousand Island, Caesar, Italian,
Fat Free Italian, Honey Mustard, Chipotle Ranch,
and Vinagrette

1.99
2.99
3.99
1.99

HOMEMADE CHILI
AND SOUPS
(IN SEASON)

(House, Blue Cheese or crumbled Blue Cheese for 79¢ extra)

ORIENTAL SALAD

CAESAR SALAD

Mixed greens with green onions, sliced almonds, crunchy
chow mein noodles and mandarin oranges. Fancy
oriental dressing served on the side. 6.99
With grilled teriyaki chicken 8.99
With grilled teriyaki tuna 11.99

A mix of iceberg and romaine lettuce tossed in our Caesar
dressing. Topped with garlic croutons and parmesan
cheese. 6.99 With grilled chicken - 8.99
With grilled tuna - 11.99

MEXICAN SALAD

Your choice of our cooked to order fresh chicken breast
tenders or fresh grilled chicken breast atop a bed of mixed
greens, with tomato wedges, chopped bacon and cheddar
cheese. Try it with ranch dressing. 8.99
Substitute golden fried shrimp for an additional 2.99

Our mixed greens served in a large flour tortilla topped
with 3 blended cheeses, diced tomatoes, green onions
and black olives. Sour cream and salsa on the side.

7.99

Your choice of seasoned ground beef or marinated
chicken breast for an additional. 1.99

DIXIE CHICKEN SALAD

BUFFALO SALAD

Large breast of chicken blackened to order atop a plate of
our fresh mixed greens. 8.99
or w/ blackened tuna. 11.99

Your choice of our cooked to order fresh chicken breast
tenders or fresh grilled chicken breast tossed in P.J.’s
famous hot wing sauce. Served on a bed of mixed greens
with tomato wedges and cheddar cheese. Excellent with
chunky blue cheese dressing. 8.99
Substitute buffalo shrimp for an additional 2.99

CHEF SALAD

GARDEN SALAD

BLACKENED SALAD

Includes generous portions of turkey breast, imported
ham, bacon bits, Swiss, and American cheese, layered on
top of our mixed greens and garden fresh vegetables.
Topped with hardboiled egg. 8.99

Fresh garden vegetables served on a heaping bed of mixed
greens. 6.99 Add chicken breast 8.99

SMALL DINNER SALAD 2.99
Add to any sandwich for only 1.99

Lite Sentence

All the sandwiches below are served with your choice of hand chopped fries, cole slaw, a dinner salad, cup of soup or chili (in season)

JUDGE’S DELI

GRILLED PORTABELLA SANDWICH

It’s decision time. Your choice of oven baked turkey
breast, imported ham, or lean corned beef with
Swiss, cheddar, American, or mozzarella cheese.
Served on your choice of dark or light rye, french
bread or bakery roll. Lettuce, tomato, onion,
mayonnaise, and spicy mustard are served on
request. 7.99

Large tender portabella mushroom marinated in
Italian spices, char-grilled and topped with marinara
and mozzarella cheese. Served on a toasted roll.

VEGGIE BURGER
A spicy black bean and veggie patty topped with
pepper jack cheese. Fresh pineapple pico de gallo
on the side. 7.99

GRILLED TUNA SANDWICH
Yellow fin tuna steak char-grilled to perfection.
Served on a toasted bakery roll, with our homemade
tartar sauce served on the side. Lettuce, tomato, or
onion upon request. 9.99
Try it blackened for an additional 79¢

All the sandwiches below are served with hand chopped fries.

ITALIAN BEEF

MAXWELL STREET POLISH

Italian spiced beef piled high on fresh baked french
bread. Served with your choice of pepperoncini, sport,
giardiniera or sweet peppers. 40¢ ea. 8.49

Vienna Polish sausage grilled in the true Maxwell street
tradition. Served with mustard, grilled onions, and hot
peppers. 5.49

(Try it with mozzarella cheese for an additional 79¢)

Plump Vienna hot dog with your choice of mustard,
relish, onion, pickle, tomato, sport peppers, and
celery salt all on a steamed poppy seed bun. 4.99
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GRILLED PORK CHOP SANDWICH
A boneless, butterfly pork-chop sandwich lightly
seasoned and char-grilled to perfection. Barbecue
sauce available upon request. 7.99
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The Evidence

All of our sandwiches and wraps are served in a basket with our famous hand-chopped fries and a pickle
spear. Substitute sweet potato fries, tater tots or dinner salad for an additional 1.99
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CHAR-GRILLED BURGER

The blue cheese lovers dream. Our delicious char-grilled
1/2 lb. burger topped with blue cheese and crisp bacon.

(Top it with your choice of cheeses for 79¢, bacon,
mushrooms or blue cheese for an additional 99¢ each.)
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WISCONSIN CAPITAL BURGER

CHAR-GRILLED 1/4 LB. BURGER

Like cheese? This burger's got it. A fresh 1/2 lb. patty
topped with Swiss, mozzarella and cheddar cheese.

Equally as good. Half as large as the giant. 6.49
(Top it with your choice of cheeses for 79¢, bacon,
mushrooms or blue cheese for an additional 99¢ each.)

9.49

PATTY MELT
1/2 lb. burger served on grilled light rye with American
cheese and grilled onions. 9.49

ALPS BURGER
1/2 lb. burger smothered in Swiss cheese, mushrooms,
and grilled onions. 9.49

FRISCO BURGER
1/2 lb. burger served on grilled sour dough bread with
jack cheese, crispy bacon and our special garlic
mayonnaise. 9.49
Make it 1/4 pounder for only 7.49

CHAR-GRILLED CHICKEN
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JAIL HOUSE BLUES

Fresh 1/2 lb. patty cooked to order, served on your
choice of a fresh bakery bun or dark rye.

All natural - no additives

SMOKEHOUSE CHICKEN

P.J.’s COURTHOUSE SPECIALTY
FRISCO CHICKEN
A large char-grilled chicken breast served on grilled sour
dough bread with jack cheese, crispy bacon
and our special garlic mayonnaise.

8.49

SANTA FE CHICKEN
A flame broiled chicken breast smothered with pepper
jack cheese and jalapeño peppers. Served on a warm
pretzel roll. 8.49

GRILLED CHICKEN PITA
A grilled chicken breast served open face on warm pita
bread. Accompanied by onion, tomato, and homemade
cucumber sauce. 7.99
Try it blackened for an additional 79¢.

MALIBU CHICKEN
A char-grilled chicken breast topped with grilled ham
and Swiss cheese. Served on a warm pretzel roll. 8.99

A grilled to order chicken breast piled high with bacon,
grilled ham, sharp cheddar cheese, topped with a tangy
barbecue sauce. Served on a warm pretzel roll. 8.99

CHAR-GRILLED CHICKEN
Fresh breast of chicken grilled on an open flame. Served on
toasted french bread basted with your choice of teriyaki,
barbecue, honey mustard, bourbon sriracha sauce. 7.99

PHILLY CHICKEN
Fresh flame broiled chicken breast served on a warm
pretzel roll, smothered with grilled onions, green
peppers and swiss cheese. 8.49

BUFFALO CHICKEN
Your choice of a fresh chicken breast or our large tenders
tossed in P.J.’s famous hot wing sauce. Served on a warm
pretzel roll with choice of ranch or blue cheese dressing.

8.99
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WRAPS
BUFFALO CHICKEN

CHICKEN CAESAR
Tender chicken breast strips tossed with Caesar salad
and topped with Parmesan cheese. 7.99

TURKEY RANCH
Oven roasted turkey with bacon, shredded cheddar
cheese, lettuce and tomato topped with cool ranch
dressing. 8.49

Your choice of our cooked to order chicken tenders or
fresh grilled chicken breast tossed in our hot sauce, with
shredded cheddar cheese, lettuce and tomato. 7.99

CRUNCHY VEGGIE WRAP
Shredded lettuce, tomato slices, red onion, cucumbers
and green pepper. Topped with blended cheeses and
chow mein noodles. Creamy ranch on the side. 7.49

FRIDAY FISH FRY
Enjoy our Famous hand-dipped, beer-battered Canadian Walleye,
Icelandic Cod, Breaded Catfish Fillet or Shrimp dinners, complete
with our hand-chopped fries, coleslaw and a roll.

A SYCAMORE TRADITION!

SANDWICHES & BASKETS
All of our sandwiches are served in a basket with our famous hand-chopped fries and a pickle spear.
Substitute sweet potato fries, tater tots or dinner salad for an additional 1.99

YOUR HONOR
Eight ounce ribeye char-grilled and served open face on warm garlic bread. Smothered with mushrooms, grilled onions,
and sweet pepper. 11.99 (Try it with mozzarella cheese for only 79¢ extra.)

ALE BATTERED TILAPIA
A large tilapia fillet, hand battered to order, served on French bread with tartar sauce and a lemon wedge.

7.99

(Try it with American cheese for an additional 79¢)

BRATWURST PATTY
Award winning bratwurst flame grilled and served on a fresh bakery roll. Your choice, regular or cajun patty. Try
it with sauteed onions and sauerkraut. 6.49

COURTHOUSE CLUB
Our traditional turkey club sandwich. Thinly sliced oven baked turkey breast piled high on our Texas toast with
mayo, lettuce, tomato and crisp bacon. 8.49

THE BAVARIAN
Lean, tender ham and oven baked turkey breast lightly grilled with swiss and mozzarella cheeses, piled high
on a Bavarian pretzel roll. Spicy brown mustard served on the side. 8.49

BLT
Like Mom used to make. An abundant amount of crisp bacon, fresh lettuce and tomato topped with
mayonnaise on Texas toast. 7.49

ULTIMATE GRILLED CHEESE

Parmesan crusted and loaded with Swiss, American, mozzarella and cheddar cheeses. 6.99
Add bacon or fresh spinach for 99¢ each.

STEAK HOAGIE
A large seasoned steak patty, char-grilled and served on toasted garlic bread. Topped off with mozzarella
cheese, grilled onions and mushrooms. 8.49

PORK TENDERLOIN
A large, breaded pork tenderloin cooked to order and served on a toasted bakery roll. Try it with lettuce,
tomato, and mayonnaise. 7.49

THE REUBEN
Your choice of lean corned beef or oven roasted turkey breast, thin sliced & piled high with Swiss cheese and
sauerkraut. Served on grilled dark rye bread with thousand island dressing on the side. 8.49

SHRIMP BASKET
Eight fantailed shrimp lightly breaded and fried. Served with fresh chopped fries and homemade cole slaw.

10.99

CHICKEN TENDER BASKET

Three of our delicious chicken tenders served with fresh chopped fries and homemade cole slaw. 8.49

CLAM BASKET

Plump clam strips lightly breaded and fried. Served with fresh chopped fries and homemade cole slaw. 10.99

CATFISH BASKET
Homemade southern style catfish fillets cooked golden brown. Served with fresh chopped fries and
homemade cole slaw. One piece 8.99 Two pieces 11.99

PULLED PORK BASKET

Slow roasted pork shoulder piled high on a fresh bakery roll in our tangy barbecue sauce.
Served with fresh chopped fries and homemade cole slaw. 8.49

SPECIALS

A BIT OF HISTORY
In 1870, a small farming town in northern
Illinois nearly burned to the ground. This was
Sycamore, Illinois. The fire almost destroyed
an entire city block before its extinction, and
even today it’s thought of as Sycamore’s most
horrific disaster. Soon afterward, Sycamore
began building, and in the midst of this
reconstruction our building was founded. Hoyt
and Rodgers was completed in 1871. It
remained a drygoods store until 1940.
The dry goods business gave way to
another in 1940. Hoyt and Rodgers was
converted, then, into a pool hall where town
folk could “shoot some stick.” And by 1950,
Bergie had moved his “tap” to this location from
another, at 205 W. State, directly across the street. Boone Lewis
bought Bergie’s Tap in 1967, and his tavern was known
throughout Sycamore as, simply put, “Boone’s.”
Both Bergie’s and Boone’s Tap attracted the hunting and
fishing crowd. Both establishments sold hunting and
fishing licenses at the bar. It was one of the last bars in the
State of Illinois where you could purchase fire arms,
ammunition, and alcohol in the same location.
The building’s second floor, in 1892, was home to
Sycamore’s first public library. It remained as the public library until 1904 when
it moved to its current location, one block from here. Also, at different times
throughout this building’s long life, the second floor was used for offices and, at
one time, even a boarding house. It’s currently home to Marilyn’s Majorettes State
Champion Baton Twirlers, a highly decorated organization that has been practicing
upstairs since the 195O’s.
The basement was once the headquarters for the Sycamore Suns, a semiprofessional baseball team, active in the 195O’s and early 1960’s. Also, rumor has
it that some of DeKalb County's most raucous high stakes card
games were dealt downstairs.
After purchasing the tavern in 1994, John & I ventured
across a few surprises during renovation. For instance the
original tin ceiling was covered by a drop-type ceiling, the
back bar, an old cigar humidor, was found covered in a
back room--it was allegedly given to Bergie to pay for
someone’s hefty bar tab--and much of the original
woodwork and railings were discovered throughout the
Ask about our building. We’ve added a few pieces of our own, antiques
Professional
from former courthouses, and old Sycamore pictures.
Bartending
We’re very proud of our building, its history, and its role
in the center of our town. We hope you enjoy yourselves
Services
and feel welcome.
for your
upcoming
Sincerely,
Wedding or
Special Event. Paul and John Schwartz

Extra!
Extra!

